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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sanderson House and the Munroe Tavern are located on contiguous properties on
the southerly side of Massachusetts Avenue '-(formerly Main Street) near the center .of
the Town of Lexington. ,. -'''--~:;:~~~:,--,:,c..-._, .

~he Sanderson House is first mentioned in a deed of 1747, and it is suggested that it
was built by local townsman John Mason, Jr. Mason's father lived across the street
and the property of his father-in-law Joseph Loring was adjacent to his. John Mason,
Jr. married Lydia Loring in 1731, thus suggesting a possible date for the house.

The Sanderson House is a story and a half and is covered with shingles stained nearly
black. The house faces-southeast with its gable end toward the street. Either side
of the ridge roof has three small dormers, each with 6-over-6 sash. The house is six
bays wide and three bays deep. Judging by the roof framing, it seems to have been
built three bays at a time, the northern section toward the street being the older.
The second three bays were undoubtedly added within a few years, for the architectural
characteristics~f the rafters of the two portions are similar but not identical.

The main facade has a slightly off center entrance with a porch of later vintage. The
entrance is flanked by two windows (2-over-2 sash) to the right and three more closely
spaced windows (2-over-2 sash) to the left. The large chimney is not quite on line
with the door, being slightly to the right of center. The middle of the three dormers
is slightly to the left of center.

The broad north gable end toward the street has two windows (2-over-2 sash) at the
first story level paired on the left half of the elevation. The right half of this
elevation has only one window (2-over-2 S\ash). In the gable peak there is one win-
dow (2-over-2 sash) and a small six-paned window immediately to its right.

A one-story ridge roof ell of later date has been added to the south gable end of
the house. Two windows (8-over-8 sash) in the gable of the old house at.the second
story level may be seen, one on each side of the roof line of the ell. A second
chimney rises from the roof of the old house at this south gable end.

The neighboring Munroe Tavern demonstrates the accretion of parts typical of old New-
England houses. The main block is composed essentially of three parts: 1) a two and
a half story, center entrance, one-bay deep section which faces the street, 2) a two
and a half story, two-bay deep ell on the south side with center entrance, gable roof
and chimney at the southernmost end, and 3) a two-story, three-bay wide, nearly flat-
roofed section of indeterminate d~te tucked into the L shape 9reated by the right angle
junction of the other two sections of the building. --The section facing Massachusetts
Avenue pre-dates 1719, and the ,southerly ell is c. 1695. The roof line at the point
where these two sections join slopes back to accommodate that juncture making the
Tavern seem to be hip-roofed when viewed from the southeast corner. A one-story
ell extends from the rear of the house to wh i.ch is attached at the westernmost end a- -
modern greenhouse.

The main facade faces northeast toward Massachusetts Avenue and is five bays wide with
windows of 6-over-9 sash. The second-story windows are placed with their lintels
flush against the eave line of the house. Restoration in 1939 altered the door from
an early Classical Revival with sidelights the full height of the door and a heavy,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sanderson House and the Munroe Tavern have stood comfortably side by side since
the early eighteenth century. The early history of each involves ownership by mem-
bers of Lexington's most prominent early settlers - the Sanderson House with the
Mason family and the Munroe Tavern with the Buckman and Munroe families. However, it
is their shared history in 1775 which gives them their lasting historical significance.

Sargeant William Munroe of the Lexington Minute Men and great-grandscn of the first-
William Munroe '(1625-1717) in Lexington, bought the tavern which was to be associated
with his name from John Buckman in 1770. Two years later, his cousin, Mary Munroe,
great-granddaughter of old William.though·by different descent, married Samuel San-
derson of Woburn and moved into the old house just south east of the Tavern. San-_
derson, a corporal in the Lexington Minute Men and a carpenter-coffin-maker by trade,
carried on his business in the cellar of his house.

On the nignt of April 18, 1775, Sargeant Munroe entertained Solomon Brown, back horne
in Lexington after. a day. in "Bostxm •... Brown told Munroe that he had passed a group
of British officers on the road out frqm Boston. Munroe, suspecting trouble,' gathered
eight other' Minute.Men to guard the parsonage of Reverend Jonas Clarke where John
Hancock and Samuel Adams were~pending the night.

When fighting erupted between Colonials and British regulars, first in the early
·.-morning of the 19th and again in mid-afternoon as the British made their painful re-

treat toward Boston from Concord, Cpl. Sanderson and Sgt. Munroe were among Capt.
Parker's troop of defending Minute Men. Molly Munroe Sanderson fled to' her parents'
horne on Woburn Street, while Mrs. Munroe and her children escaped to the woods behind
the Tavern when it was occupied the· afternoon of the 19th by General Percy leading a
relief force of British soldiers to rescue Col. Smith's exhausted regulars. Percy
mounted two field pieces to cover the road, .one on the hill behind the sanderson
House and the Tavern, the other across the street, closer to the Green.

Percy turned the Munroe Tavern' into a field hospital to t~~at the many seriously
wounded men of Col. Smith's demoralized troops. Spacious as the Tavern was, it was
insufficient to hold all th~se who needed care, so at least one man was deposited at
the Sanderson House: When Molly Sanderson returned to her horne late in the afternoon
after the British had left Lexington she found the cow which had been part of her-"-
ddwry slaughtered wantonly and a-bleeding British soldier in the ·bed. Years later,
she would recall that she gave him such a tongue-lashing in broad Scots that he was'
afraid to eat the food she gave him for fear of being poisoned. According to at least
one source, the soldier, a German, recovered and lived in Lexington for many years.

continued
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#7:
flat: entablature, to its present appearance with simple triangular pediment, pilas-
ters instead of sidelights and a row of transom lights. This restoration also
changed the facade from three bays with windows of 2-over-2 sash to the present five
bays.

The southern facade retains something of its·older appearance. The 'central entrance
has been altered from a tall, narrow door frame without lights and a plain entabla-
ture with projecting flat cornice, to a doorway with five transom lights and pilasters.
The entablature has been widened to extend across the width of the pilasters. The
facade keeps th~older fenestration with two windows paired to the left of the en-
trance on the first floor, balanced by one larger ~qindow to the right. There are
three second-story windows, one centered over the door and one to each side. The
windows were changed from the nineteenth century 2-over-2 sash to their present
6·-over-9 appearance. All wall sur f aces of the Tavern are sheathed in--:clapboard
and all windows are wood framed with wood sash.

The Sanderson House and Munroe Tavern are within Lexington's local district known
as the Munroe Tavern Historic District, which was established under special act of
the state legislature in 1956.

#8:
After the war, in which both Sanderson and Munroe did later service, both men returned
to their prev.ious occupations, one to his carpentry, the other to his ·'inn-keeping.
In 1789 George Washington ate but did not sleep at the Tavern. William Munroe kept
the Tavern until 1815 when his son Jonas became innkeeper. The Munroe Tavern thus
became one of the dozen taverns that flourished in Lexington in the early 19th century,
servicing'the drivers coming down from Vermont, New Hampshire and Canada on their way
to the Brighton markets. Jonas Munroe, famous for his hospitality, kept the old
Tavern open until 1848. It was the last public house in Lexington to close after the
opening of the railroad lines to the north in the early 1840's completely changed the
patterns of travel.

From 1848 until 1911, when it was acquired by the Lexington H:i,storical Society from
James S. Munroe, the Tavern remained in the hands of the Munroe family. The Histor-
ical Society has maintained the Tavern as a house museum open to the public from April
to October.

Samuel Sanderson, pfter the Revolution, continued to build coffins·in his-house next
to the Tavern until the end of the. eighteenth century when the family moved to Lancas-
ter, Mass. Samuel died there in 1802 and his wife returned to Lexington where she
lived to be 104 years old, sharp-tongued and gcots to the end. A daguerrotype of
Mo11y Munroe Sanderson hangs in the Munroe Tavern.

continued
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After the Sandersons left, the house was briefly occupied by a wheelwright named
Downing who left for Concord, New Hampshire c. 1820 and founded the famous Concord
Stage Coach Co. Since then the Sanderson House has been in private hands until it
was acquired by the Lexington Minute Men, Inc., a private, non-profit organization
which claims a continuous existence from the eighteenth century company of Minute
Men. The house is now open to the public as a museum of the Revolutionary period
specializing in military artifacts.
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Sanderson House: east (main) facade.
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Munroe "Tav~tn: Looking northwest.
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