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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNIPHY51CALAPPEARANCE

'ScillondIS Tavern is a free standing two-story. gabled block situated on the east side of
Bedford Street inrnediately before its intersection with the highwayRoute 128, and about
.l~ miles northwest of LexingtonCenter. Theheavy traffic on Bedford Street detracts
somewhatfram the predominantly residential character of the neighborhood, as does Route
128. Despitethese intrusions, S:i.m:md's Tavern remainSunaltered. .

Sim:md'sTavern is built on a granite faced, brick fotmdation with the gables to the
side. The facade which faces west, the north elevation, and the east elevation are
sheathed in cl.apboard. The south elevation is brick with bridged chimneys. The ori-
ginal Georgianhouse, c. 1795, is five bays wide, with a center entry and center chim-
ney. Awingwas added to the house about 1810; it is three bays wide with an entrarlce
placed in the first bay, in an attempt to balance the facade proportionally.

The facade has been treated as a unit; the dentil course of the cornice continues un-
interrupted for the full length of the building. The.two entrances of the main facade
are nearly identical with pilasters, a simple entablature and a projecting, flat corn;ce
with rrodillions above a dentil course'. The southern door, however, has a simpler and
narrower architrave than the northern entrance.

Fenestration throughout is six-over-six sash. On the facade, the bays are equally pro-
portioned except for the bay south of the south door, which is slightly wider; this
tends to enphas.ize the distinctiOn between the two sections of the building. Second
floor windowtops are flush with the cornice. On the north elevation, at the attic
level, are two small windowsplaced close together. Thewindowsof the east and south
elevations are rrore randomlyplaced; all are original and are framedby a simple, flat
rrolding.

Sheds and outbuildings to house animals were attached to the building and have s.rnce
been rennved.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sim:mdsTavern is significant because of its association with the early settlers
of Lexington and the conmercial history of the Federal era of the Town.

The S:i.m:mdsfamily arrived in Lexington in 1686and were large landowners. In 1760,
Joshua Sim::mdsacquired thirty-six acres of land where the Tavernwas later built.
Hewas a memberof Captain Parker I s companyof Minute Menand participated in the Battle
of April 19, 1775. Joshua SimondsJr. (1770-1858) inherited the land and built the ori-
ginal north section of the tavern about 1794, whenhe married Abigail Cutler of Lex-
ington. Hekept a tavern (nowlost) on MonmnentStreet (nowMassachusetts Avenue),
at the base of Fiske Hill, west of Lexington Center. Sensing the opporttmity created
by the growing traffic of drovers bringing cattle, sheep and turkeys to the Boston
market from the north, in 1802he opened a tavern in his house on Bedford Street. In
1806, Bedford Street was rebuilt west from the Lexington Green, replacing the older
IIDrecircuitous route. SirrDnds' new tavern prospered because of the newroad, and an
addition was built in 1810. Joshua Sim:mdsapparently found running two taverns too
strenuous and closed the Bedford Street tavern in 1828. Since then, the building has
served as a farmhouse and residence for a succession of Lexington families.

The present owners have meticulously preserved the magnificent interior panelling of
the older north section.

;,

Architecturally, SiIIDnds Tavern is significant as one of the fevvdouble Federal houses
in Lexington.
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1975
10 Eliot Road
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