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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hancock School is a free standing three-story block located at the northessfe
corner of Forest and Clark Streets southwest of Lexington Center. It-imisimin a
predominantly residential area at the base of Belfry Hill. The main ornamental
facade of Hancock School faces north towards Mazsachusetts Avenue and was originally
designed to be seen by approach from Clark Street which is now one-way onto Massa-
chusetts Avenue. A secondary front faces onto Forest Street. The school's
pPlayground is between the building and Belfry Hill. The porte-coathere on the

rear elevation which originally shielded pupils arriving by carriage is now
adjacent to a long black-topped parking lot.

Hancock School is set on a granite foundation and rises from a basic rectangular
plan. Exterior materials include common bond red brick for the walls and painted
wood an<d sandstone for trim. All window sash is painted wood. Ornamental brick
bond patterns accent the wall fabric around the entrance porches and windows and
in decoruative panels on the long elevations. The steeply pitched roof and dqEmers
are entizely covexred in gray slate and trimmed with copper as are the shed,xpofed
entrance porches and porte-cochere. Two interior brick chimneys project thxough

the rooz.

The facace of Hancock School is dominated by two large staircase towers, one round,
the other swuare, which rise the height of the bwilding and are toprped by pointed
roofs. Earch adjoin a one-story entrance porch with arched brick windows and entrance-
wavs which are trimmwed with sandstone and iron grillwork. BEBoth towers contain
small windows at ground level which are topped by a2 sandstone belt course..

Four rectangular windows, one with 1/4/2 sash and three with 4/8/2 sash, -are-,
located cn the first story between the towers. They are surmounted by another
sandstonc belt course and four arched sandstone trimmed windows, one with 1/4/1
sash, arnd three with 15/8/2 sash. A carved stone panel reading "Hancock School
191" is centrally .situated on the round tower between the first and second
stories. Three windows with 9/9, 15/15, 9/9 sash respectively are decoratively
framed is: a Palladian pattern in brick and sandstone on the second story. A
szimilar, but less elaborate tri-partite window arrangement is used on the second
rtory ¢! the sguare tower., A single arched sandstone trimmed window with 15/8/2.
sash flanks the building*s second story and a series of short arched sandstone
trimmec windows with 3/6/2 sash project from the roof between the towers.

Fenest--tion on the rear and side elevations is symmetrical. Three flat axched
windows with 2/8/2 saszh flank each side of the central porte-cochere between
the pavilions. They are surmounted by identical windows on the second story.
on the second story above the porte-cochere is a single 12/6/2 window beneath
which is a small side segmentally arched window. The corner pavilions consist
of a series of three flat arched windows with 8/8/2 sash which are surmoumtEq-
by a series @f three arched sandstone trimmed window with 6/8/2 sash. Ea il
corner of the pavilions contains a narrow £lat axched window with 2/4/1 sash on
the first story and a narrow arched gandstone trimmed window with 1/4/1 sash on
the second story, Each side elevation contains three flat arched wihdows with
4/8/2 sash and one flat arched window with 2/4/2 sash along the first gtory.



10/14/2008 11:50 FAX 817 727 5128 MASS HIST COMM @oo3se13

-ihey 10-74) e : i et
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THL INTERIDOR FOR NPS USE DNLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
: RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM Bl
'E' § R -.-::‘jv}',?_!'_.ﬂ'

CONTINUATION SHEET ITSMNUMBER 7  PAGE 1

They are surmounted by three arched sandstone trimmed windows with 13/B/2 sash
and one arched sandstone trimmed window with 6/4/2 sash., Sandstone belt courses
extend around the building's rear and side elevations at levels beneath the larger
first and second story windows. Five steeply pitched hipped dormers containing
paired windows project from the zrear elevation and the roof's side elevations

each contain another steeply pitched hipped dormer also containing paired windows.

The basement of the building stands some five feet above grade with basement wiindows
topped by segmental arches of brick headers. The basement is entered down a

series of steps on the west elevation and was planned for "heating zoparatus, the
sanitary apartments, separate play-rooms for boys and girls and a... room,Qr shop
which can be used for a beginning in manual training."

The first and second stories contain several classrooms which all have southerly
exposure for sunlight during instruction pexriods. The classroomnc open onte a
long corridor on the noxrtherly side of the building in which th=re are ccatroons
and an area for teachers to supervise the coming and going of pupils., On

the third floor is a hall large enough to seat the entire school, and under
each gable are two rooms which originally were intended for sewing and cooking.
The building's interior finigh is relatively plain. ;

4



10/14/2009 11:50 FAX B17 727 5128 MASE HIST CUMM @ooas01l

... .- I SIGNIRICANCE £3) : T ED e

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PACHISTORIC  _ ARCHEULUGY-PREWISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING —\ANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION 2
—1400-1489 ~—ARCHEQOLOGY-NISTORIC —~CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
-1 500- 599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —~UTERATURE ~SCULPTURE
__t&00-16a8 X ARCHITECTURE Z eoucamion __MILITARY __SOGIAUHUMANITARIAN
—1700.1798  _ARE : —ENGINEERING —MusIC e
X800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY :’wﬂ""
__1800. _Lommunicaions __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION
SFECIFIC DATES 38502801 BUILDER/ARCHITECT b rewell and Richardson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hancock School has been serving children in Lexington's primary and secondary
grades longer than any extant educational building in the town. Architecturally,
it is among Lexington's best examples of Fomanesaue Revival public buildings.

The school was designed in 1890 by Henry halder Hartwell (1813-1919) and William
cummings Richardson (1854-1935), prolific suburban architects in the Boston area
whose popularity peaked in the 1880's and 1890°'s. Ixamples of their numerous
works inclnde: Boston's First Spiitual Temple (Exeter Street Theater, extant)
Belmont Town Hall (extant), Boston's Normal Art School (demolished), and Acton
Memorial Library (extant). All of these buildings, like Hancock School, were
built during the periocd of Henry Hobson Richardson'c greatest influence. Hancock
School, however, ics among the firm's noxe eclectic interpretations of Romanesgue
Revival architecture as evidenced by the unusval ornamental masonry and the imagina-
tive design of the facade. In addition it is one of the best preserved examples
of the firm's school architecture in ary greater Eoston commmity.

Hancock School's original building committee stated: "Our aim has been,. first of
all, for utility, healthfulness, and convenience; at the same time we have not
been ummindful that correct proportions and architectural taste not only have
an educating influence upon boys and girls, but ter? to elevate the tone of the
whole commmity.*® The enduringly fine qualiity of thc school's design and
construction has lived up to the building committet¢'s initial expectations, and
continues to foster great admiration and devotion i-» the school by alumni and
families whose children find fascinatiorn i:: its sp- :ial ambience which is in

: all probability unique and irreplaceable.
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