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DESCRIBE THE PRESINT AND ORIGINAL UF ~NQWNJ PHVSfCAL APPEARANCE

HancoCk Sch.2,0l is a free §~iJl9 thl:ee-stoq l;;logk located at th •. n~tJ,t~.
corner of Forest and Clark Streets Southwest of Lexington £:!eft~.:t:. :rt-;.•.~~ n a
predoJnibantly J;esident1.Al. ft.l;ea at the base Qf B4iIlfJ:Y Bi.ll. The ma.~ ~;rnianental
facade of Hancock School taees north boward$ Mas$adhusetta Avenue and ~s originally
deslqned to be seen by approaoh frOJll Cl.ark Street Wb1.eh i.$ now one-way onb) Massa-
chusetts Avenue. A secondary front: faces onto Fort!st Street. 'the schOo1' s
p~aY9round is between the building' and Sel£ry Hill. The port:e-cochere on the
rear elevation which originally shielded pupils arrivinq by carriaqe is now
adjacent to a long black-topped parkinq lot.

Hancock School is set on a gzanite foundation and rises from a ba$ic rectangular
plan. Exterior materials inclUde cOlrlDOnbond red bric:k :for the walls and painted
wooel ano sandstone for trim. All window sash is painted wood. O1:nament&lbrick
bond patterns accent the wa11 fabric around the entrance porches and windows and
in decor'ati v.e pane loa on the l.onq eloevations. 'l'be steeply pitc~ed ~Q~~ _~~p'ers
are ellti:=l<;ly covered 1n qray s1ate and td.lllmed with copper as are tbe shed....mofed
entrance porches and porte-cocbere. 1'Wo1nter;ior brick cl1iDllleysp:coject ~ougb
the roo!.

The facac= of Hancock School is dominated by two large staircase t.o1tQrs, one round,
the oth~r s':!Uare, which rise the height of the building- and are topped by pointed
roofs. &;.r;h aCljoin a one-story entrance porch with arched brick windows and entrance-
'-lays whic!-. ~e tr1lnmed with sandstone and iron grillworlt. !lOth towers contain
small windows at qround level. which are topped by a sandstone belt course •.
Four rec:tiUl~l.ar windows, one with 1/4/2 sash and three with 4/8/2 !lash;··~!
located on the first stoxy between the towers. 'lhey are sw:mounte4 by another
sandsj:onc belt course and four aJ:ched sandstone triml\eQ windows, one with 1/4/1
sa.sh, ar.~ three with 15/8/2 sash. A c~d stone panel reading "Hancock School
1891" i~ centra11y.situated on the round tower between the £irs~ and second
!:>tories. Three wi.ndows with 9/~, l.5/l.5, 9/9 sash respectively are decoJ:ativel.y
framed if: a Palladian pattem in brick and sandstone on the second &tal:)'. A
~:imilar. but less elaborate tri-partite winCloW'arrangement is usecJon the second
!"'tory e: the square tower. A sinqle arched sandstone triJrlllecl window with 15/8/:l.
sash flunKS the buildinq's second story and a series of short arched sandstone
t ri.mme(. windOws with 3/6/2 sash pxoject from the roof between the towers.

Fc:neS~:·-f:ionon the rear and side elevations is S)'1IIIlet:ric:al. Three flat arched
window£."'ith 2/8/2 sash. flank each side of the central porte-cochere between
the pa"ilions. '!'hey are G\U11IoUAtedby j.denti.cal windoWs on the second story.
On the second atoxy above the porte-cocbere is a .singl.e l2/6/2 windowbeneath
ltlhich is a small side sec,:pnentally arcbed window. Tlle corner pavilions co~!~~
of a series of three flat arched windows with 8/8/2 sash which are sw:mo~
by a sez:ies F three arched sandstone t.ri.INDec1 winaotr with 6/8/2 sash.· -~
corner of the parlllons contains a narrow flat ax-che4 wind01l with 2/4/1 sash on
the first liI'tOxy and a narrow arched sandstone trilmled window with 1/4/1 sash on
the second stoxy. Each side elevation contains th1'ee flat arched windows with
4/8/2 sash iVld one fla~ arched winclow with 2/4/2 sasla along the fil",f: stoxy.
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They are sQ%lIIOuntec1by three archecl sandstone triJl1lned1Iindows with 13/8/2 sash
ana one arched sandstone trimmed windowwith 6/4/2 sash. Sandstone be1t courses
extend around the build1nq1s rear an~ side elevations at le~ls beneath the larger
first ana second stozy windows. Eive steeply pitched hipped dormers containing
paired windowsproject from the rear elevation and the xoof'8 side elevations
each contain another steeply pitched bipped do~ also containing paired windows.

The basement of the building stands somef1ve feet above grade wi t:h Di1Sementwil:CO"'S
topped by segJDenta1 arches of brick headers. The basement is enter~ downa
series of steps on the west elevation and was planned for "heating- c.ppara1;llS,the
sanitarY apartments, separate play-rootRSfor boys and girls and a ••• roo;U,:qr shop
which can be u$ed for a beginning- in manual training."
The first and second stories contain several. classrooms which all. have southerly
exposure for sunliqbt during instruction periods. 'lbe claSsrooltl!:open onto a
long corridor on the northerly side of the Quildinq in which ther~ are CQatroo~~
and an area for teachus to supenrise the caning and 9O~1Iq Of pupils. On
the third floor is a hall larqe enough to seat the enti~e $choolr an:J under
each ~le are two ~ which originally were intended for sewing ~~d cooking.
Th~bUilding' s interior fini$h is :relatively plain.
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Hancock School has been se~nq children in Lexin~on' s primary and secondary
grades longer than any extant educational buildin«] in the town. Architecturally,
:i.t is among Lexington· 5 best examples of RomanesC!UeReviViLlpulllic bui ldings •
The school tfaS desicpled in 1890 by Henry ~alQer l'la.:::t'iell (1813-1919) and William
cummings Richardson (1854-1935), prolific suburban ~rchitects in the Boston area
whose popularity peaked in the 1880's ana 1690·s. I;xamples Of tneir numeroWi
works: ine lud~: BOst:on1s First Spintual 'l'e;nple (E>:el;~r ~treet. Theater,: e~~t)
Belmont Town Hall (extant), Boston's Nomal P.rt School (demolished)" and Acton
Memorial Libruy (extant). All of tlles2 bu;ilding's, like Hancock Scl'.lool, were
built during the period of HenxyHob£;o:: Richardson I::: ~eatest influence. Hancock
School, however, is among'the fin:l'~ more eclectic j.:,:~erpretations of Romanesque
Revival architecture as evidenced by thE: unusuaj, OJ;narnental 1IIilSonryand the imagina-
tive desiqnof the facade. In addition it is one of ~he best preserved~ples
of the fi:cn1s school architec'ture in a:t"..i' greater w!:i:on ciommuni.ty.

liancock Sc:ho,!)l's original build;ing cClMlittee stated ~ "our aim has beetl,._ fi.I:st of
all" for lltillty, healthfulness, and convenience; at the same t;ime we have not
been unmindful that correct proportions and archi tcctural ~te not only have
an educating influence upon boys and gi:r;l5, but te:h;1 to eleVBte the tone of the
""hole communi.ty.- The enduringly fine quaEty or t;-lC :5chool'5 design and
eonstruotion ha§ lived up to the building committec- . s initial expectations, and
continue!S to foster great admiration and cl,?votion i') the school by alumni and
fcuniUes whose children find fascinatior: j;! .its sp- :i.al ambience which is in
All probability unlque and irreplaceable.
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