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Date:
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and scale; predominantly early to mid-20th century
construction, with scattered earlier sites.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.
7 Fern Street occupies a long, narrow lot near the intersection of Fern and Pleasant streets. Fern Street rises up from Pleasant
at this end, and the lot slopes gently up from the street. A granite rubble retaining wall lines the perimeter of the front yard.
Maintained chiefly in lawn, the yard also contains foundation plantings and mature trees. The house is set at an angle to the
Fern Street (and parallel to Pleasant Street, which it overlooks). Front and side setbacks are modest. A wide asphalt paved
driveway wraps around the left side of the house. A brick walkway leads from the driveway to the front entrance. The U-shaped
building consists of a 1 ½ story main block with a rear addition and an irregular sequence of later ells and additions at the back.
The small, three by one bay main block rises from a granite foundation (not clearly visible) to a side gable roof with gable
returns, prominent eaves, and a small center chimney. Walls are sheathed with wood clapboard and trimmed with flat sill boards
and corner boards and a wide, molded fascia. Windows vary from fixed to double-hung to casement types and have plain
casings. The front façade (east elevation) has a center entrance flanked by a quartet of diamond-paned casement windows on
each side. The entrance comprises a single-leaf door and half-height sidelights within a pedimented, contemporary Colonial
enframement. It is accessed by a modern brick and stone stoop. Centered on this façade is a shed-roofed dormer with a ninepane casement window.
The south (left side) elevation contains a single window bay centered on the gable end of the main block, with a 6/1 window on
each floor. A two-story, shed-roofed addition extends from the back of the main block, with one 6/1 window centered on each
floor on its left side elevation.
The north (right side) elevation of the main block has one window centered in each story of the main block. Fenestration on the
north elevations of the rear ells appears varied, but is not clearly visible from the street.
A string of extensions extends perpendicularly from the back right corner of the main block, rising 1 to ½ stories under gable
roofs. Attached to the back end of these ells, parallel to the main block, is a 1 ½ story garage structure. The garage has a side
gable roof and a two-vehicle wide garage door. A wide, shed-roofed dormer is centered above, with paired 6/1 windows. A
pedestrian side door is located in a small side-gabled vestibule at the outside end of the garage.
Well maintained, 7 Fern Street has been heavily re-modeled over the last fifty years and has lost much of its historic integrity.
Notable are the petite proportions of the main block and its surviving wall trim, particularly the prominent eave line.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.
Nearby Pleasant Street may have originated as part of a Native American trail system. It was employed early on as an
important route from Lexington center to towns to the south, connecting the arterial roads of Massachusetts Avenue and
th
Concord Avenue (an early 19 century turnpike). Fern Street appears as an offshoot by 1853, in the form of a long, unpaved
path from Pleasant Street to a building (and presumably farmland) owned by W. Gleason.
The assessors’ records for 7 Fern Street show a construction date of 1787. Further research is needed to confirm this date,
which is stylistically conceivable. The building seems to be depicted, unnamed, on the 1830 Hales map and again on the 1853
map, when it was labeled “Spaulding.” The building (with a short rear ell) was owned by E. Gleason in 1875, Mrs. E. M. Foster
Continuation sheet 1

INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

LEXINGTON

7 FERN STREET
Area(s)

Form No.

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125
2221
in 1889, and W. B. Foster in 1898. The 1899 and 1906 directories show a William B. Foster, police officer, with an unnumbered
house on Fern Street; George E. Foster, a clerk at Waldo Brothers in Boston, was boarding with him in those years. Worthen
notes that Foster also served as a selectman and fire engineer. The house numbering system in the 1922 directory contains no
7 Fern Street. This property may have been #11 in that year, occupied by Winfield T. Dunn, a salesman, his wife May E., and
Charles H. Dunn, a farmer who boarded at that address.
In 1935 and 1945, Emma J. Hadley, the widow of Elinus B. Hadley, was living at this address. She was accompanied in 1945 by
Priscilla Hadley, a defense worker, and Philip E. Silva, serving in the Navy, and his wife Virginia. The Woodruff family,
consisting of Herbert B., a printer, his wife Thelma, and Mabel F. Woodruff, resided here in 1955. By 1965, Emma Hadley is
again identified at this house, along with Philip and Virginia Silva and presumably their son Richard. Philip was a meat cutter
and Richard was in the Navy in that year.
Further research is recommended to establish the early history of this building and its possible agricultural associations.
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