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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.
32 Hayes Avenue occupies a modest size lot with a deep front setback. The land slopes up gently from the street, and is
maintained chiefly in lawn with large planting beds holding dense shrubs and small trees along the street edge. A curvilinear
stepping stone path leads from the street to the front entrance; a straight paved driveway occupies the left side setback. The
building consists of a 1 ½ story, irregularly shaped main block and a detached garage.
The building has a side gable roof with exposed rafter ends and gable returns and a broad front pavilion with a saltbox roof form
and gable returns. An interior chimney is located near the center of the front slope of the main roof. Walls are clad with brick.
Windows typically have 6/1 double-hung sash, with occasional 4/1 and 8/1 windows, and are usually grouped. Openings are
trimmed with brick header course sills and flared brick lintels. The front-gabled pavilion has a recessed entry porch in its lower
end, near the center of the building, which is framed by semi-circular openings. A pointed arch window opens onto the porch,
and the doorway has a flared brick lintel and paneled wood door. To the right of the entry porch, the tall end of the pavilion has
a tripartite window unit on the ground floor with paired windows centered above in the half-story. To the left of the entry porch is
a large opening with a pair of French doors flanked by narrow multi-light windows.
The right side elevation is not clearly visible from the street. It appears to have single and paired windows, exposed rafter ends,
and a low, shed-roofed wall dormer across much of its length. The left side elevation has a one-story projection with a steep
shed roof and paired 4/4 windows in a segmental arched opening on the front façade. Paired windows are centered in the half
story of the main block. The back elevation includes a wood addition with a gabled ell perpendicular to the main block; its halfstory has scalloped wood shingles and a Palladian window in the elevation facing the driveway.
A small two-vehicle bay garage stands at the back left corner of the lot. It includes a front gable roof, flush panel doors with
lattice siding above, and clapboards on the side walls.
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Well preserved and well maintained, 32 Hayes Avenue is a good example of modest, early 20 century suburban housing in
Lexington. The well-detailed building is notable for its similarities to the adjacent house at #34 and for its use of the Tudor
Revival style, picturesque massing, well detailed entrance porch, and brick window sills and lintels.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.
32 Hayes Avenue represents the later development of the north slope of Merriam Hill, which continued to attract upper middleclass professionals. In 1903, much of this area was surveyed and subdivided for house lots according to a plan prepared by civil
engineers H. T. Whitman and Channing Howard. By 1906, however, buildings appeared only along the perimeter roads
(Adams and Grant streets). Unfortunately, the portion of Hayes Avenue between Castle Road and Meriam Street is not
illustrated on the 1927 Sanborn maps, but by 1935 it was almost completely developed.
Discrepancies in the street numbering systems for Hayes Avenue make it difficult to pinpoint the residents in this house from the
directories and censuses. The first known occupants of 32 Hayes Avenue are thought to be Robert M. Stone, a manager at an
insurance company in Boston, his wife Ruth M., and his mother-in-law Florence Seaver (1935). The Stones are identified at 18
Hayes Avenue from 1926 through 1934, and in 1920 were living a block away, with Robert’s brother Henry, at 14 Berwick Road.
More research is needed to confirm residents and street numbers in this period.
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Subsequent occupants named at this address include Herbert A. Flint, in the gauge business, his wife Frances C., and their
daughter, a student (1945); and James Chisholm, who worked at MIT, and his wife Claire (1955 and 1965). The Chisholms’
grown son, a student, was also identified here in 1965.
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