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Town Lexington

Place (neighborhood or village)

Address 72 Lowell St.

Historic Name Reed Homestead

-Uses: Present Residential

Original Residential

Date of Construction 1780s

Source Sileo, Worthen, assessors' list

Style/Form Georgian w. Federal addition

Architect/Builder

Exterior Material:

Foundation Granite

Wall/Trim Vinyl Siding

Roof Asphalt Shingle

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

Major Alterations (with dates)
Federal ell (date unknown)

N Condition Fair

Moved ® no q yes Date

Acreage 0.4 A.

Setting On a fairly busy street in an area of predominantly
20th-century houses

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes

Organization Lexington Historical Commission

Date (month /year) February 1998

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form.



BUILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION q see continuation sheet
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.

72 Lowell St. is one of only 21 Georgian houses still standing in Lexington but has lost most of its original exterior finishes. The
house is rectangular with a rear ell, 2V2 stories, five-by-three bays, and side-gabled with two large ridge chimneys. It is set on a
granite foundation, clad with vinyl siding, and roofed with asphalt shingles. The offset five-by-one bay Federal rear ell has a very
low hip roof, a side chimney, and is on a foundation that is partly granite and partly brick. The house has two facades; the one on
the north, probably originally the main one, has a full-width porch with square posts; the south facade has Greek Revival finishes:
fluted columns supporting the full-width porch roof, full-length sidelights flanking the center entrance, and long first-floor
windows. There is a two-car garage underneath the north side of the ell.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE q see continuation sheet
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the
role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

Although it is known that this house was the Reed Homestead and that it was probably built in the 1780s, it is not clear exactly
when it was built nor by whom. The construction date has been variously reported as 1782 (Sileo), 1786 (assessors' list), and
1789 (Worthen). Worthen says it was built by Isaac Reed (1756-1848), but Isaac only lived in Lexington for a few years in the
early 1780s before returning to Woburn. Lexington assessors' records do not list Isaac Reed as an owner of real estate in the
1780s nor does the Direct Tax list him as the owner of a house in Lexington or in Woburn in 1798. The only Reed listed in the
Direct Tax of 1798 who seems a possible owner of this house in Lexington is Reuben Reed (b. 1747), a brother of the Isaac.
Perhaps Reuben Reed built the house. In any event, it is clear that by 1830 the house was owned by Isaac's son Reuben Reed
(1792-1864). After this Reuben's death his two sons, Reuben W. and Josiah Haskell Reed (1827-1890), owned the property
together. Josiah eventually built the house now at 51 Lowell St. (MHC #655) in 1872 and then, after he had sold that house in
1882 and Reuben had moved to Somerville, came back to live in this one. The house was then inherited by Josiah's son Frank
Haskell Reed (b. 1862), who ran what was called Reed's Dairy Farm, a business that was eventually sold in 1935 to the David
Buttrick Company of Arlington.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES q see continuation sheet
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q Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed National
Register Criteria Statement form.
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