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Architect

Exterior wall fabric clapboards, shingles

Outbuildings garage

Major alterations (with dates) porch

enclosed (within the last few years)

Recorded by Anne Grady

Organization Lexington Historical Commiss ion

Date April, 1984

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 44600 ft.2

Setting A prominent site on the southern

slope of Robinson Hill overlooking the

town center.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.)

The most prominent feature of this house is its circular three-story
tower with steep conical roof at the right front corner. It gives the impres-
sion almost of a rocket poised for takeoff, so distinct is it from the rest of
the building's design. Rows of two different types of patterned shingling are
used to enrich the exterior walls: staggered butt shingles and shingles which
look diamond shaped from a distance but which are actually shaped like this:'
There are brackets at the corners of the eaves and a vergeboard with patera
trim. The current owners enclosed a porch on the right hand side.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICA'N'CE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.)

This house is probably the one referred to in the following auote:
"George Robinson, Esq. will occupy a new house on his estate just beyond his
present residence. It occupies a commanding position and the interior is hand-
somely finished throughout with polished and finished hardwood" (Lexington
Minute Man , August 12, 1807). This would mark the third time since coming to
Lexington in 1846 that Robinson had acquired an up-to-date residence. He must
have felt that his mansard house adjacent was passe. Local tradition states
that.Robinson's unmarried daughters, Frances and Sarah, did not like the
design of this house, and so constructed the house at 10 Stratham Road soon
after his death in 1893. See the 10 Stratham Road form for more information
on the Robinson sisters, and the 6 Stratham Road form for George W. Robinson's
history.
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